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With a month remaining in the 2008 legislative session, now is the time to pick up the pace of our 
legislative advocacy for smart growth! 
 
The committees have reported and budget negotiations have moved behind closed doors. 
 
Please take the time to ask leadership to relieve our reliance on the property tax by increasing the 
state’s share of municipal healthcare costs (HB 5536 HOUSE CALENDAR  NUMBER  288);  
education costs, including special education; and fully fund Payments in Lieu of Taxes (HB 
5844 ). 
 
In this time of economic uncertainty, we need to be sure we are getting the highest caliber of  
governance from our state government. The following legislation professionalizes Connecticut’s  
agencies by requiring an articulation of priorities and measuring progress.  
 
SENATE  BILL  176 establishes a process and timeline for state long-term planning. It is sorely  
overdue! (The bill has been referred for fiscal analysis.)  
 
SENATE  BILL  285 requires the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation to rank project 
priorities, divulge their costs and disclose funding sources. In the past two years Connecticut’s 
residents have funded two extensive reviews of DOT and transportation policy — we updated the 
Transportation Strategy and conducted a thorough review of the Department of Transportation. 
It’s absurd that after all that, we don’t know the agency’s priorities. If this bill passes, we won’t 
know until January 2009. We shouldn’t have to wait a minute longer! (SENATE  CALENDAR     
NUMBER  103) 

 
HOUSE BILL  5324 strengthens regional organizations. The most important recommendation is to 
reauthorize the regional incentive grant program. It was created a year ago and, in its first year, 
demand far exceeded the $8 million surplus-funded program. (HOUSE CALENDAR  NUMBER  132 
is currently before the Appropriations Committee.) 

 
SENATE  BILL  39 defines “responsible growth”, tasks agency heads with coordinating large        
development projects and advises vertical consistency in conservation and development planning. 
Ask your Senator to strengthen this bill with a floor amendment adopting the definition and     
principles of “responsible growth” unanimously approved by the Responsible Growth Task Force 
in its February 08 report to the Governor. (SENATE  CALENDAR  NUMBER  245) 
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